
Connecting Carbon, Commodities, 
Investors and the Land 



About the report 

Provides an overview of:

o Land sector economic, emissions and 
policy landscape (Oz, NZ, SE Asia)

o Financial risks and investment 
opportunities 

o Available tools and resources for investors  



Deforestation, together with emissions 
from ruminant livestock, nitrogenous 
fertilizers and other land-based 
sources, account for almost a quarter of 
the world’s carbon emissions. 



Land sector economy, emissions  
& policy

Australia

• Australia is a major agricultural exporter with 
around 17% of Australia’s total exports by 
value, generating 1.9% of GDP

• Australia’s land sector accounts for ~18% of 
Australia’s annual emissions, mostly from 
livestock and land clearing for livestock. 

• Australia ranks among the world’s top-ten 
deforesting countries, with clearing for cattle 
pasture mainly in Queensland

• Emissions Reduction Fund / Carbon Farming 
Initiative 

New Zealand 

• Agriculture (mostly dairy) contributed approx 5% of 
NZ’s GDP in 2012. Milk products accounted for more 
than 40% of total exports in 2014. 

• Farming is the largest source f NZ emissions  
contributing ~48% national emissions in 2015 

• Forestry is a net carbon sink, sequestering almost 16% 
of the country’s gross emissions in 2015 

• NZETS is the major policy mechanism 



Looking across Asia

• Land sector emissions a 
major part of the profile of 
many countries in Asia. 

• Measures to address land 
sector included in most 
(I)NDCs under the Paris 
Agreement 





There are also a range of investment opportunities 

In addition to green bonds and forestry funds, emerging 
opportunities exist to: 

• Use of climate change assessment to deepen supply chain  knowledge 
and influence. 

• Convert environmental services to revenue 

• Blended private-public investments

• Collaborative investments and project bundling to optimize returns, 
reduce risk. 

• Leverage conservation capital for mainstream investments 



Investors are looking to better 
understand available tools and 
resources 

• KEY ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS AND 
CERTIFICATION SCHEMES IN THE LAND 
SECTOR 

• NEW APPROACHES TO MANAGING 
ENVIRONMENTAL RISK IN FINANCE 

• CIVIL SOCIETY INITIATIVES 

There are number of existing initiatives which 
can be applied. 

The Investor Toolkit aims to set out currently 
available tools, resources and certification 
standards which can assist investors in 
managing risk and investing in new 
opportunities. 



Next steps for investors 1.Build Capacity
2.Good governance 
3.Manage Risk 
4.Invest
5.Engage
6.Collaborate
7.Disclose 



www.igcc.org.au

http://www.igcc.org.au/

